

MARRIAGE
Introductory Rite
Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Memory of Baptism
Celebrant: Brothers and sisters, we’re gathered with joy in this Church on the day when N.  and N.  wish to form their family.

In this hour of special grace, we share their joy with our love, friendship and prayers. Let us listen together with them the word of God addresses to us today. In unity with the holy Church let us pray to God our Father thru Christ our Lord, for blessing those children which are about to celebrate their wedding; may He welcome them in His love and keep them in unity. 

Let us now recall Baptism, in which we were reborn to a new life. 

Become sons in the Son, let us acknowledge with gratitude the gift we have received, so we remain faithful to the love that we have been called to. 

Father, in the Baptism of your Son Jesus in the Jordan, you have revealed to the world the spounsal love for your people. 

All: We praise you and give you thanks 

Jesus Christ, on the Cross, you have generated the Church, your beloved bride. 

All: We praise you and give you thanks

Holy Spirit, power of the Father and the Son, you are enlightening in N.  and N.  the wedding garment of the Church. 

All: We praise you and give you thanks

Almighty God, source and origin of life, who have regenerated us with water thru the power of your Spirit, renew in us the grace of Baptism, and grant N.  and N.  a free heart and a fervent faith so they, with open heart accept the gift of marriage, the new way for sanctification. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

Liturgy of the Word
Opening Prayer


Celebrant: let us pray

Father, when you created mankind you willed man and woman to be one. Bind N.  and N.  in the loving union of marriage and make their love fruitful so that the may be living witnesses to your divine love in the world. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

All: Amen

First Reading from the book of Tobit 8
[On their wedding night] Tobiah arose from bed and said to his wife, “Sister, get up. Let us pray and beg our Lord to have mercy on us and to grant us deliverance.” Sarah got up, and they started to pray and beg that deliverance might be theirs. They began with these words: “Blessed are you, O God of our fathers; praised be your name forever and ever.

Let the heavens and all your creation praise you forever. You made Adam and you gave him his wife Eve to be his help and support; and from these two the human race descended. You said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone; let us make him a partner like himself.’ Now, Lord, you know that I take this wife of mine not because of lust, but for a noble purpose. Call down your mercy on me and on her, and allow us to live together to a happy old age.” They said together, “Amen, amen.”

The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm from Psalm 34

All: I will bless the Lord at all times

Glorify the Lord with me,

let us together extol his name.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me

and delivered me from all my fears.
All: I will bless the Lord at all times
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,

and your faces may not blush with shame.

When the poor one called out, the Lord heard,

and from all his distress he saved him.

All: I will bless the Lord at all times

Second Reading

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 1 Cor, 12, 31 – 13, 8a 
Brothers and sisters: Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.

And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails.

The word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia.

God is love, let us love one another as God has loved us.  Alleluia.

Gospel 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.   

All:  And also with you

Celebrant: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (15, 12-16)

All:  Glory to you, Lord!

Jesus said to his disciples: “This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.

I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you.

This is my commandment: love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Rite of Marriage

Celebrant: My dear N.  and N. ,

you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this community. Christ abundantly blesses this love. He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions. 

Celebrant: N.  and N. , have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage? N.  and N. : Yes

Celebrant: Will you love and honor each other as husband and wife for the rest of your lives?
N.  and N. : Yes

Celebrant: Will you accept children lovingly from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?  N.  and N. : Yes
Consent

Celebrant: Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, join your right hands, and declare your consent before God and his Church. 
I, N. , take you, N. , to be my wife.

I promise to be true to you 

in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health. 

I will love you and honor you 

all the days of my life.

I, N. , take you, N. , to be my husband

I promise to be true to you 

in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health. 

I will love you and honour you 

all the days of my life.

Reception of the consent

Celebrant: You have declared your consent before the Church. May the Lord in his goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with his blessings. 

What God has joined, men must not divide.
All: Amen
Blessing and Exchange of Rings
Celebrant: Lord, bless these rings which we bless in your name.
Grant that those who wear them may always have a deep faith in each other.
May they do your will and always live together in peace, good will, and love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen
N. , take this ring 

as a sign of my love and fidelity. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
N. , take this ring 
as a sign of my love and fidelity. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us bless the Lord                                                                                               

All: Amen

Celebrant: N.  & N. , I now declare you husband and wife. Congratulations!
Prayer of the faithful

Celebrant: For N.  and N. , may the Lord who has brought them to this happy day, keep them forever in fidelity and love. May their love for each other proclaim to the whole world their faith in you. Lord hears us.

Celebrant: let us pray and say: Lord graciously hear us
All: Lord graciously hear us

For the parents, relatives and friends of N.  and N.  and all those who have helped them reach this happy day. Lord bless them and keep them always in your care. Lord hear us.
All: Lord graciously hear us

For N.  & N. ’s younger siblings we pray that they never loose their way. Lord hear us.
All: Lord graciously hear us

For the faithful departed and especially those whom we, ourselves, have loved, that God will one day unite us again in the joy of our eternal home. Lord hear us.
All: Lord graciously hear us
Let us pray for peace in our world. For those less fortunate than us, find for all of those deprived of love and affection. Lord give them the strength and courage to unite their suffering with Christ and be filled with inner piece. Lord hear us.
All: Lord graciously hear us

Celebrant: God, grant all of us the 
Serenity to accept things we cannot change,

Courage to change the things we can, 

and the Wisdom to know the difference

Patience for the things that take time

Appreciation for all that we have, and

Tolerance for those with different struggles

Freedom to live beyond the limitations of our past ways,

the ability to feel your love for us and our love for each other 

and the strength to get up and try again even when we feel it is hopeless.
Lord hear us.
All: Lord graciously hear us
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation of the Gifts
Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
All:  Blessed be God forever

Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.

All:  Blessed be God forever

Celebrant: Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Celebrant: Lord, hear our prayers and accept the gifts we offer for N.  and N. .

Today you have made them one in the sacrament of marriage. May the mystery of Christ’s unselfish love, which we celebrate in this Eucharist, increase their love for you and for each other.
All: Amen

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.   
All:  And also with you

Lift up your hearts 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

All:  It is right to give him thanks and praise


Father, it is our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.                             

He is the Word through whom you made the universe, the Savior you sent to redeem us.       

By the power of the Holy Spirit, he took flesh and was born of the Virgin Mary.                    

For our sake he opened up his arms on the cross; he put an end to death and revealed the resurrection. In this he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.  
And so we join the angels and the saints in proclaiming your glory as we sing (say):  
 
All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us, the body  (  and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.                       

Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, he took bread, gave you thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said:

Take this, all of you, and eat it: this is my Body  (, which will be given up for you.  

When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 

Take this, all of you, and drink from it: this is the cup of my Blood, the Blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all men so that sins are forgiven. Do this in memory of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.  

All:  Christ has died, 

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, this saving cup. We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.

May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in the unity by the Holy Spirit.

Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with Benedetto XVI our Pope, our bishop Calogero, and all the clergy. 

Remember your children N.  and N. , that in Christ have built a new family, small church and sacrament of your love, because the grace of this day will last for their entire life.

Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence. 

Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share eternal life, with Mary, the virgin mother of God, with the apostles, and with all the saints who have done your will throughout the ages. May we praise you in union with them, and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. 

All: Amen


Communion Rite
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us:

All:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Nuptial Blessing

My dear friends, let us ask God for his continued blessing upon N.  and N. . God, who today is covering them with the grace of the sacrament of marriage, always accompanying them with his protection.

Holy Father, creator of the universe, maker of man and woman in your own likeness, source of blessing for married life, we humbly pray to you for this woman who today is united with her husband in this sacrament of marriage.

May your fullest blessing come upon N.  e N.  so that they may together rejoice in your gift of married love and enrich your Church with their children.

Lord, may they both praise you when they are happy and turn to you in their sorrows. May they be glad that you help them in their work and know that you are with them in their need. May they pray to you in the community of the Church, and be your witnesses in the world. May they reach old age in prosperity and peace, and in the company of their friends, and come at last to the kingdom of heaven.


We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: I leave you peace, my peace I give you. Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom where you live forever and ever.

All: Amen

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

All: And also with you

Celebrant: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.
All: 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.
Communion
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are called to his supper.


All:  Lord, 

I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word and I shall be healed.

After the Communion

Lord, we who have shared the food of your table,

pray for our friends N.  and N.  

whom you have joined together in marriage. 

Keep them close to you always. 

May their love for each other proclaim to all the world their faith in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen

Concluding Rite

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

God the eternal Father keep you in love with each other, 

so that the peace of Christ may stay with you and be always in your home.

All: Amen

May your children bless you, your friends console you and all men live in peace with you.   
All: Amen

May you always bear witness to the love of God in this world

so that the afflicted and the needy will find in you generous friends, 

and welcome you into the joys of heaven. All: Amen

And may almighty God bless you all that participated to this nuptial ceremony, the Father, and the Son ( , and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen

Celebrant: Go in peace.

All: Thanks be to God
Passages from “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran

You were born together, and together you shall be forevermore.
You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.
Ay, you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.
But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of heavens dance between you.
Love one another, but make not a bond of love:
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,
Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. 
Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow.
Da “Il Profeta” di Kahlil Gibran

Siete nati insieme, e insieme sarete per sempre.

Voi sarete insieme quando le bianche ali della morte disperderanno i vostri giorni

Sì, sarete insieme persino nella silenziosa memoria di Dio.

Ma lasciate che vi siano spazi nel vostro stare insieme,

E lasciate che i venti del cielo danzino tra voi.

Amatevi l’un l’altro, ma dell’amore non fatene un vincolo: 

lasciate piuttosto che vi sia un mare in movimento tra le sponde delle vostre anime.

Riempitevi reciprocamente la coppa, ma non bevete da una singola coppa.

Datevi l’un l’altro un po’ del vostro pane, ma non mangiate dalla stessa pagnotta.

Cantate e danzate insieme e siate gioiosi, ma fate che ognuno di voi possa star solo,

Come sole sono le corde del liuto sebbene vibrino della stessa musica.

Datevi il cuore, ma non per trattenervelo l’un l’altro.

Poiché solo la mano della Vita può contenere il vostro cuore.

E reggetevi insieme, senza però stare troppo vicini:

Poiché le colonne del tempio sono collocate a una certa distanza

E la quercia e il cipresso non crescono l’uno all’ombra dell’altro.
